
LAWS OF MINNESOTA. Ou. 5. IB49.

CHAT. V.—An Act pttmdlug for tho erection of certain counties therein named,
and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Min-
nesota, That so much of the said Territory as is contained within tho
following boundaries be and the same is hereby erected into a sepa-
rate county, which shall be known by by the name of Washington,
to wit: Beginning at a point on the Mississippi river where the town-
ship line between townships 27 and 28 north of range No. 22 west
of the fourth principal meridian intersects said river, thence east on
said line to its intersection with the range line between range 21 and
22 west of the 4th principal meridian, thence duo north on said line
to its intersection with the third correction line, thence duo west on
said correction line to the intersection of range line between twenty-
one and twenty-two west of [the] 4th principal meridian, thence due
north on said range line to its intersection with tho northern, bound-
ary line of town thirty-six north, thence due north to its intersec-
tion with the southern boundary line of Itasca county, thence in a
south-easterly direction along said county line to its intersection with
the eastern boundary line of the aforesaid Territory, thence south upon
the eastern boundary line of said Territory to its intersection with
the Mississippi river, thence up said river to the place of beginning.

SEC. 2. That so much of the said Territory as is contained within
the following boundaries bo and the same is hereby erected into a
separate county, which shall be known by the name of Ramsey, to
wit: Beginning at the point on the Mississippi river, whore tho town-
ship line between townships 27 and 28 north of range No. 22 west
of the 4th principal meridian intersects said river, thence up said
river to the intersection of range line between ranges 25 and 26
west of the fourth meridian in township No. 32 north, thence due
north along; said range line to its intersection with the northern bound-
ary line of township 36, thence in a line due north to its intersec-
tion with tho Mississippi river, thence up said river to its intersection
with die southern boundary line of Itasca county, thence in a south-
easterly direction along said boundary lino to its intersection with tho
western boundary line of Washington county thence south along said
western boundary lino to its intersection with the township line be-
tween townships 27 and 28 north, of range No. 22 west of 4th meri-
dian, thence west along said township line to the place of beginning.

SEC. 3. That so much of said Territory as is contained within the
following boundaries be and the same is hereby erected into a sepa-
rate county, which shall be known by the name of Ben ton, to wit: Be-
ginning at a point in the Mississippi river made by the intersection
of range line between ranges 25 and 26 west of the 4th principal
meridian in township No. 32 north with said river, thence due north
along the western boundary line of Ramsey county to its intersection
with the Mississippi river, thence down said river to the point of com-
mencement. '

SEC. 4. That so much of the said Territory as is contained within
the following boundaries bo and the same is hereby erected into a
separate county, which shall be known by the name of Itasca, to wit:
Beginning at the point where 36 (46) degrees 30 minutes north lati-
tude intersects the eastern boundary line of the Territory of Minne-
sota, (hence north along the eastern boundary line of said Territory
{o the British possessions, thence along the northern boundary line of
said Territory to the middle of the Lake of the Woods, thence soutti
in a direct line to the Mississippi river, thence down said river to the
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Mouth of Muddy Creek, thence in a direct line to the poiuf of begui-
ling.

SEC. 5. That all that portion of the said Territory lying south
of a line running due west from a point on th'e Missssippi river op->
posite the mouth of the St. Croix river to the Missouri river, be and
the same is hereby erected into a separate county, which shall be
known by the name of Wabashaw.

SBC. 6. That all that portion of the said Territory lying South
of a line running due west from the mouth of Clear Water river, to
the Missouri river, and north of the north boundary fine of Waba-
shaw county, be and the same is hereby erected into a separate
county, which shall be known by the name of Dakotah.

SEC. 7. That all that portion of aaid Territory, lying south of a1

line running duo west from the mouth of Crow Wing fiver, to the"
Missouri river, and north of the northern boundary line of Dako-
tah county, be and the same is hereby erected into a separate comi-
ty, which shall be known by the name of Walmahta.

SEC. 8. _ That all that portion of said Territory lying between the
Mississippi and Missouri rivers, south of the forty-seventh degree
of north latitude, and north of the northern boundary line of the
county of Wahnahta, be and the same is hereby erected into a sepa-
rate county, which shall be known by the name of Mahkahto.

SEC. 9. That all that portion of said Territory, not embraced
within the limits of any of the foregoing counties, be and the same is
hereby erected into a separate county, which shall be known by the.
name of Pembina.

SEC. 10. That the counties of Washington, Ramsey and Bentdri,
bo and the same are hereby declared to be organized counties, and
invested with all and singular the rights, privileges and immunities
to which ail organized counties in this Territory shall be and are by
law entitled.

SEC. 11. That the counties of Itasca, Wabashaw, Dakptah, Wall-
nahta, Mahkahto and Pembina, be and the same are hereby de-
clared to be organized only for the purpose df the appointment of jus-
tices of the peace, constables, and such other judicial ana ministerial
dffices as may be specially provided for.

SEC. 12. That all suits, processes and proceedings, civil.or crim-
inal, at law or in chancery, and all indictments and informations,
which shall be pending and undetermined in any of the cpurts of
the first judicial district under its original organization, when this act
goes into effect, shall be heard, tried and determined in said courts;
and all bonds, recognizances filed in or takqn by said courts of any
kind whatsoever, shall be deemed and held aa binding and effect-
ual as the same would or should have been, had the said district
remained .unaltered.

SEC. 13. That all officers duly elected or appointed, and quali-
fied for the county of St. Croix under its original organization, shall
and the same are hereby respectively authorized to hold their said
offices for the county in which he or they shall reside, when this act
shall go into effect, the said officers so holding over to remain in
such office until their successors shall be duly elected at the next
general election, or appointed and qualified as the case may be.

SEC. 14. That the Governor be and he is authorized and em-
powered to fill the several vacancies that may exist in any of the
offices, or any of the several counties organized by virtue of this
act, which said officers so appointed shall hold their said offices un-
til their successors are duly appointed or elected at die next general
election for county officers, as the case may be.
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15. That all taxes which have been duly assessed in the
bounty of St. C'roix under its original organization, shall be col-
lected by the proper officer, and paid into the treasury of said coun-
ty, and after discharging all'the debts which may exist against said
county at the tittle of the taking effect of this act, the remainder shall
be divided among the several counties in proportion to the amount
of property assessed*

SEC- 16. That the seat of justice of the county of Washington
shall be at Still water; the seat of justice of the county of Ramsey
shall be at St. Paul; and the seat of justice of the county of Benton
shall be within one quarter of a mile of a point on the east side of the
Mississippi river, directly opposite the mouth of Sauk river.

SEC- 17. That the county of Ramsey is hereby declared to be tho
first judicial district; the county of Washington is hereby declared to
be the second judicial district, and the county of Benton is hereby
declared to be the third judicial district.

SEC- 10. That tho Hon. Aaron Goodrich is hereby assigned as
the judge of iho first judicial district; the Hon. David Cooper as
judge of tho second judicial district, and the Hon. B. B. Meeker as
judge of the third judicial district.

SEC- 19* That the counties of ttasca and Wabashaxv are hereby
attached to the County of Washington for judicial purposes ; that the
counties of Dakotah, Wahnahta and Mahkahto are hereby attached
\o the coiinty of Ramsey for judicial purposes; and the county of
Pcmbina is hereby attached to the county of Benton for judicial pur-
poses*

ScC. 20. That the counties of Itasca, Wabasbaw, Dakotah, Wah*
bahta Mahkahto, and Pembina shall each be entitled to any number
of justices of the peace not exceeding six. and to the same number
of constables, which said justices and constables shall receive their
appointment from the Governor; and their term of office shall be two
years unless sooner removed by tho Governor.

SEC- 21. That the justices and constables appointed for said
counties shall bo conservators of tho peace, and shall each give a
bond ta the Territory, to be approved by the Secretary, in the sura
of five hundred dollars, for the faithful performance of their duties,
upon which bond they may at any time bo sued for the benefit of
any agrieved by reason of tno willful omission of duty or misconduct
of su^h officers.

SEC> 22. Tills act shall take-effect from and after its passage and
publication in tho several newspapers of tho Territory as provided for
by la\f-

AprnovF.n tho. twenty-bcvcnth day of October, onc_ thousand eight
hundred and forty-nine.
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CHAP. VI. — Aii Act concerning Justicra of the Tcad, and the octioti of forcible
cptry and detainer.

ARTICLE I.

Nor. 1.1*4).

THE, EL£C-n,CQl OT JUtTKES O* THE

Be it rnaetpd b$ the Lrfzitfaiire Assembly of the Territory of Jlfin-
nrsota, There shall bu elected by the qualified voters of each pre-
cinct in each of tho organized counties of this Territory, two justices
of the peace, whose term of office shall continue two years, and who
shall b" residents of the precinct for which they may be elected.
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